
In the new 2018 Cost vs. Value Report (www.costvsvalue.com), 
an upscale garage door replacement soared to the top spot 
in the rankings of all 21 midrange and upscale remodeling 
projects studied. This is the first time in the history of the 
Cost vs. Value Report that a garage door replacement 
ranked first of all remodeling projects. 

Remodeling magazine’s 2018 report compared the average 
cost for 21 popular remodeling projects with the value 
those projects retain at home resale in nine U.S. regions and 
100 U.S. markets. Garage doors have been included in the 
annual report since 2010.

Pays for itself
In the new study, the approximate $3,470 cost for an 
upscale garage door replacement delivered an estimated 
“value at home resale” of $3,411, equating to a 98.3% 
return on investment (ROI), up from 85% in 2017. The 
remarkable 98% return means that an upscale garage door 
replacement virtually pays for itself. No other remodeling 
project delivers better value.

The average cost recouped on all 21 projects was 69% of 
a project’s investment dollars. At a 98% ROI, the garage 
door project far exceeds the ROI of the average remodeling 

project. In second place was a midrange manufactured stone 
veneer project at a 97.1% ROI. In the new list of 21 projects, 
midrange garage door replacement has been dropped, along 
with eight other projects. Remodeling said the reduction is an 
effort to “achieve a lower margin of error” for the study.

The new sales approach
Since homeowners can recoup the cost of an upgraded garage 
door, dealers’ sales effectiveness should increase. 
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Exterior projects deliver 
more value
Exterior home projects again proved to 
offer more value than interior projects, 
as 10 of the 13 highest-scoring projects 
were for exterior work. The study also 
revealed that eight of the 10 lowest-
scoring projects were interior projects. 
This supports academic research and 
expert opinions that tout the value of 
projects that promote curb appeal. Now 
in its 31st year, the Cost vs. Value survey 
compares typical home-improvement 
project costs with what those projects 
contribute to a home’s price at resale. 
Resale value data were aggregated from 
estimates provided by real estate agents 
via an online survey containing project 
descriptions and three-dimensional 
illustrations, plus construction costs and 
median home prices.

Source: Spring 2018 Door + Access Systems

ABOUT NORTH CENTRAL DOOR AND OUR VALUES

MADE IN USA

Every day, thousands of times a day, in locations across the upper Midwest, North 
Central Door’s residential and commercial garage doors are used to gain access 
into homes and businesses in a variety of conditions, environments and uses. We’re 
proud of that fact. Founded over 50 years ago, North Central Door began as a small 
company wanting to build a better garage door. With each success, we increased 
our manufacturing capacities, grew in staff and industry expertise, strengthened our 
relationships with customers and partners, and expanded our reach throughout our 
home state of Minnesota and across the Great Plains.
 
Today North Central Door continues to be a growing company that hasn’t forgotten 
its roots. We look forward to creating and building lasting partnerships and personal 
relationships with our dealers and distributors, backed with hands-on customer 
service and an experienced sales team. As a North Central Door dealer, you’ll truly 
experience a difference in prompt communication, partnership involvement and 
product knowledge.

Sincerely,
Steve Palmer - President/CEO

Steve Palmer
President/CEO
(218) 751-6962

KEY STATISTICS FOR GARAGE DOORS

• In 46 of the 100 individual markets, an upscale garage door 
replacement actually recoups more than 100% of its cost.

• At a cost of only $3,470, an upscale garage door costs 74%less than 
the average exterior project ($13,197). This supports the reputation of 
the garage door as the lowest-cost project with the biggest effect on a 
home’s curb appeal.

• The report’s stated cost of an upscale garage door replacement ranged 
from a low of $3,349 in the West South Central region (states) to a 
high of $3,587 in the Pacific region (states).

• In the nine regional markets, four projects averaged more than a 100% 
return, and an upscale garage door was one of them.

TOP FIVE PROJECTS FOR 2018

Upscale Project          Cost  
#1 Upscale Garage Door Replacement       $3,470  98.3%
#2 Midrange Manufactured Stone Veneer      $8,221  97.1%
#3 Midrange Steel Entry Door Replacement   $1,471  91.3%
#4 Midrange Deck Addition (wood)        $10,950  82.8%
#5 Midrange Minor Kitchen Remodel        $21,198  81.1%
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Cost


